
1

Overview of the GEM Report series

and the 2017/8 GEM Report 
Accountability in Education: Meeting our 

Commitments

Aaron Benavot
Professor, University at Albany-SUNY and

Former GEM Report Director 

2 November 2017 

University of Nagoya, Japan



2

Outline of presentation

1. Overview of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development and the global goal in education (SDG4)

2. What does education and lifelong learning entail? 

3. What is the Global Education Monitoring (GEM) Report 

and what is its mandate?

4. GEM Report materials, publications and policy papers

5. 2017/18 GEM Report on Accountability in Education: 

Select findings from the Monitoring Section

6. Thematic Section on accountability

7. Questions and Answers



The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

At its heart are the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to 

support Planet, People, Prosperity, Peace and Partnership

UN Member States also adopted 169 targets and 230 global indicators to follow 

up and review country progress on the 17 SDGs



7 Targets and 3 Means of Implementation

(10 targets)

11 Global Indicators and 32 Thematic Indicators

Global indicators are being finalized by InterAgency Expert Group-SDGs 

Thematic indicators finalized by Technical Cooperation Group – UIS Secretariat

Different measures can be proposed for same indicator

Global goal SDG 4: “Ensure inclusive and 
equitable quality education and promote 

lifelong learning opportunities for all”

Measuring and monitoring the global goal on education
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“Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education & 
promote lifelong learning opportunities for all”

Targets

4.1 Quality primary & secondary education

4.2 Early childhood  & pre-primary education

4.3 Equal access to TVET & higher education

4.4 Relevant skills for work

4.5 Gender equality & equal access for all

4.6 Youth and adult literacy

4.7 Education for Sustainable Development 
and Global Citizenship Education 

4.a Learning environments

4.b Scholarships for higher education

4.c Teachers 

Vision and Principles

 A single universal agenda: Education 
2030 = SDG 4

 Human right and public good

 Comprehensive, holistic, ambitious, 
aspirational and universal

 Transformative, equity oriented ‘leaving 
no one behind’

 Lifelong learning approach focusing on 
skills for work and life

 Focus on quality and learning outcomes

 Addresses unfinished EFA/MDG agenda 
and current and future challenges

Global Goal on Education (SDG4)



Health and well-being
Target 3.7: By 2030, ensure universal access to sexual and reproductive health
-care services, including for family planning, information and education, and 
the integration of reproductive health into national strategies and programmes 

Gender equality: 
Global Indicator: Number of countries with laws and regulations that guarantee women 
aged 15-49 years access to sexual and reproductive health care, information and education

Decent work and economic growth
Target 8.6: By 2020 substantially reduce the proportion of youth not in employment, 
education or training

Responsible consumption & production
Target 12.8: By 2030 ensure that people everywhere have the relevant information 
and awareness for sustainable development and lifestyles in harmony with nature

Climate action
Target 13.3: Improve education, awareness raising and human and institutional 
capacity on climate change mitigation, adaptation, impact reduction, and early warning

Examples of education in other SDGS

Broader point: Education and lifelong learning are drivers of progress in all SDGs



What does education and lifelong learning entail? 



• An editorially independent, authoritative and evidence-based 

annual report published by UNESCO. 

• Mandated to monitor progress towards the education targets 

in the new SDG framework, especially SDG 4. 

• Draws on latest available data and evidence and commissions 

research from leading experts around the world, to analyze 

national, regional and global progress in education. 

• Focuses on high levels of education inequality both among 

and within countries through its World Inequality Database on 

Education (WIDE).

• Publishes a full report, executive summary, gender review and 

series of policy papers each year.

• Launched in over 70 countries and at the UN, often attended 

by high-level ministerial officials and sector stakeholders.

• Receives significant media coverage: on average 400-500 

articles per month in more than 50 countries. Annual views of 

website: approx. 600k

GEM Report: A global review of education in the SDGs

What is the Global Education Monitoring (GEM) Report? 



History of global monitoring reports in education

2002-15:  12 Education for All Global Monitoring Reports (GMR) 
2016-2017:  2 Global Education Monitoring (GEM) Reports

2019 Migration, Displacement &        
Education

2020 Inclusion & Education



Summary in 14 additional languages

Full report and summary in 
all 6 UN languages: 
FR, EN, SP, RU, CH and AR

The 2016 Gender Review: 
bitly.com/EQCounts

Youth Report: Illustrated 
version of the Report

…and an online and 
mobile-phone versions

Separate thematic publications

Blogs in English and Spanish: www.gemreport.wordpress.com
www. educacionmundialblog.wordpress.com

Special policy papers with key 
recommendations for policy makers

2016 GEM Report materials and publications

• Farsi
• German
• Hindi
• Indonesian
• Japanese
• Korean
• Lao

• Nepali
• Portuguese
• Swahili
• Thai
• Urdu
• Vietnamese
• Khmer 

PLANET PLACE             PROSPERITY

http://www.gemreport.wordpress.com/


Recent Policy papers
Special policy papers focus on timely and relevant issues: e.g., teacher shortages, humanitarian aid, out-of-
school children, school-related gender based violence, equity, and estimated costs of new education 
targets, textbook contents, higher education and equity, education and refugees/forcible displaced.

200,000 downloads in 2016



#CountOnMe
@GEMReport



Bitly.com/GEM2017

INPUTS TO THE REPORT

Consultations
• Input from 37 individuals and organizations and 4 additional in-person 

consultations

Background Papers
• Over 15 background papers (ex: ESD in teacher education, how 

composition of school management committees effectiveness)

Country Case Studies
• Over 25 country case studies. Regionally diverse focusing on different 

interpretation and implementation of accountability in national contexts.

External Review
• Individual thematic chapters were reviewed by at least one external 

expert (18 in total).
• 2 external reviewers provided feedback on the entire thematic section.



























@GEMReport

#CountOnMe

Bit.ly/GEM2017

Video presentation
www.youtube.com/watch?v=VD2GWIiqq7g

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VD2GWIiqq7g
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Questions in relation to the 2019 GEM Report:

Contact Dr. Anna D’Addio:   ac.daddio@unesco.org

Application for internship: gemreport@unesco.org

Thank you!          ありがとうございました

mailto:gemreport@unesco.org

